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A REPLY, &e. 
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Ferttow CounTavNEN, 


Haviy G peruſed a pamphlet which has lately 
appeared, entitled Reflections adapted to the 
** preſent Times; the production of the pen of 
the penfioned Mr. Peter, of Portſea; written, as 
I could pledge myſelf to prove, from mere mer- 
cenary motives; and calculated entirely to miſ- 
lead, inflame and vilify, as the writings of ſuch 
men in general are; I feel myſelf compelled to 


addreſs you, by way of anſwer, to ſo vile and 


ſhameful a production. 

When men, endowed with talents, and of abi- 
lity to inform and render inſtruction to others, 
become ſo far loſt to a ſenſe of virtue, and com- 


mon honeſty, as to employ the abilities beſtggyed 
»2 on 
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on them, in endeavouring to impoſe on the un- 


derſtandings of their countrymen, and to traduce 
the characters and intentions of thoſe, who are 
ſeeking, by lawful means, to promote their wel- 
fare and happineſs, it indicates the utmoſt depra- 
vity of heart; and diſcloſes a deſign, as dangerous 
to the intereſts of ſociety, as ever was conceived 
by the moſt dark and deformed mind,— 

That the author of the pamphlet alluded to 
has uſed every artifice to delude his country- 
men, and by malicious inſinuations, to heap 
odium upon thoſe who have hitherto proved 
themſelves to be actuated by the pureſt motives, 
muſt be ſo evident to every man of diſcernment, 
that to advance any argument to demonſtrate it 
ſeems almoſt offering an inſult to their under- 
ſtandings. 

The grand aim of . this virtuous fon of Britain" 
(for ſo he would have you believe him) appears, 
by his pamphlet, to be the ſupport of our imma- 


culate and infallible miniſters, and to defend the 


principle of the two obnoxious Bills now pending 
in Parliament. It is therefore not in the leaſt ex- 
traordinary, that it ſhould be of the nature it is. 
For my own part, I muſt confeſs I ſhould have 
been much ſurpriſed to have found it otherwiſe, 
But I muſt own that when I was informed of 
a pamphlet being written and publiſhed by 


Mr. 


( 8 3 


Mr, Peter, on the ſubje& he has treated, I 
expettcd to find ſome ſhew of argument, at leaſt, 
in it, if there was none in reality; but in my ex- 
pectations on this head I have been much diſap- 
pointed, It is, I will venture to pronounce, 
altogether a weak and flimſy performance, de- 


void of all reaſoning whatever; but yet full of 


bold, impudent, and malevolent aſſertions, and 
the moſt inflammatory ſentiments. No man 
merits the title of Patriot leſs than the author; 
unleſs political depravity entitles him to that 
ſacred appellation, That regard for Conſtitu- 
tional Liberty, he apparently profeſſed when 
he wrote his © Strictures on the Principles of 
„% Paine;” —all that veneration he then profeſſed 
for the character of a Hampden, or a Locke, he 
has now totally laid aſide ; and having enliſted 
under the banners of a corrupt party, and re- 
ceived the wages of his apoſtacy, he is lending 
a helping hand to undermine the fabric he pre- 
tends to revere, in order to eſtabliſh on its ruins 
a ſyſtem, at the idea of which the mind revolts 
with horror and indignation, 

The fulſome ſtrain of adulation on the Conſti- 
tution with which the author introduces the ſub. ' 
ject of his pamphlet muſt, even to the moſt fer- 
vent admirer of that ſyſtem of government, be 
diſguſting and odious ; and muſt manifeſt, inſtan- 
taneouſly, the deſign of the writer, 
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Tat the Britith Conſtitution, 28 eſtabliche d it 
the Revolution of 1688, merits every eulogium, 
1 am proud to acknowledge, But to ſay (with 
Mr. Peter) that it has been handed down to us, 
to the preſent age, pure.and unpolluted, is to me 
the language either of a knave, a fool, or a mad- 
man; and ſuch as Mr. Pitt himſelf never yet 
ventured to pronounce in the height of any of 
his political deliriums. 

Can that Conſtitution, I would aſk, be pure 
and unpolluted, which has its moſt material 
branches under the immediate influence and con- 
troul of a miniſter=where the greater part of 
the members of the legiſlature is paid or penſi- 
oned by the government—and under which a ſet 
of paunch-bellied, muddle-headed, impious ec- 
clefiaſtics are rolling in luxury and profuſion, 
whillt the poor peaſant, who toils and drudges 
for theſe mercilels men, is frequently without a 
cruſt to allay the cravings of his offspring? Can 
ſuch a Conſtitution as this, I aſk (without enu- 
merating more of its abules) be pure and un- 
_ polluted ? That it is, Mr. Peter ventures boldly 
to aſſert—and with him that is ſufficient. How 
refined muſt his notions of purity be ! How ex- 


at! How much reſembling his political conduct! 
He might as well have ſaid at once, that the 


ſyſtem was all perfeftion—that the preſent admi- 


niſtration was the moſt yirtuous that ever exiſted 
under 


1 9 9 * — 


7) 


Under it=ethit their only dbjeR is the welfare of 


the people, who are as good and happy as mild 
government and juſt laws can render them—and 


that, with the exception of the members of Ja- 
cobinical Societies, and a few other mal-contents, 


the nation are in the height of contentment, and 
eſteem themſelves completely bleſt, If this lan- 
guage were held out by him, it could not be con- 


_ Tidered leſs extravagant than that which he has 
-uſed. Had he been more moderate in his praiſes 


he might have avoided being fo eafily and ſoon 
detected in his deſigns, But, as Lavater remarks, 
when men's intentions and their words vary, by 
the latter, if they are attended to, the former 
may be always diſcovered. 

The principal obje& of the attack made by the 
author of the almoſt unparalelled Reflections un · 
der conſideration, is the ſyſtem of the Correſ- 
ponding Societies; and in this he has undoubt- 
edly ſucceeded as far as malignity and falſhood 
would carry him, Believe me I am not a mem- 
ber of theſe ſocieties, nor ever was. The only 


ſociety to which I belong is that great ſociety - 


whoſe intereſts it will ever be my endeavourte 
ſupport, and of which, I muſt own Mr. Peter a 
member alſo: though I diſclaim his conduct to- 
wards it, as unworthy the name of a ſocial being. 
I cannot, therefore, be perſonally affected by his 
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malevolence, or feel any particular intereſt to 
take upon me the defence of the inſtitutions he 
attacks. A regard for truth is the only motive 
inducing me to undertake it. The principles upon 
which I would defend them are the ſame on which 
they have already, and ſo deſervedly, received the 
countenance and ſupport of the firſt characters in 
the Britiſh Nation—the Duke of Bedford, Lord 
Lauderdale, Mr. Erſkine, Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheri- 
dan, and numerous others of the-greateſt emi- 
nence and reſpectability. 

To ſuppoſe that ſocieties, compoſed of a nu- 
merous body of men, aſſociated for particular 
purpoſes, are not actuated by thoſe ſentiments 
they profeſs to hold, and are not peaceably and 
well-diſpoſed, becauſe a few individuals (not 
one of whom, as appears from the examinations 
of the perſons apprehended, were connected with 
theſe ſocieties) may have been guilty of exceſles, 
is unreaſonable and unjuſt, Can it be for a mo- 
ment imagined, that ſo many thouſand men are 
all ſo artful, ſo cunning, and ſo crafty, as to be 
able to conceal their real ſentiments, and avoid a 
manifeſtation and detection of them, when the 
vigilance of government is ſo great, and when 
ſpies and informers are conſtant attendants at their 
meetings, and poſted in every quarter? It is ridi- 
culous to ſuppoſe it and more impoſlible for ſuch 

men 
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parliaments, profligate adminiſtrations, extrava- 
gaut princes, and expenſive wars were (though 
we were not able to ſee it) the cauſes of all the 
liberties and privileges we enjoy. 

But all this is impoſſible; and ſo Mr. Peter him- 
ſelf would readily argue, if it would any way 
anſwer his purpoſe. His knowledge of exiſting 
abuſes and their effects muſt be as great as that 
of any other man; and the proper means of re- 
medying them muſt as naturally ſuggeſt them- 


ſelves to his mind. Can it, therefore, be for a 


moment doubted that his attack on the Correſ- 
ponding Societies was any other than the effects 
of deliberate malice—that the aſperfions which 
he has thrown out againſt them are unjuſt, 
that his pamphlet was intended to impoſe up- 
on men's underſtandings, and that his ſole 
views are to ſupport the exiſtence of thoſe very 
abuſes, as neceſſary to preſerve in power thoſe 
men whom he muſt be conſcious, from their 
actions in regard to himſelf, are as profligate and 
abandoned as it is poſſible for men in their ſitua- 
tions to be ? | 
As to any ſuſpicion which may ariſe in the 
mind of any one that the ſocieties may ſwerve 


from their declarations, I muſt obſerve, that it 


really ought, from a regard to the national cha- 
racter, to be ſhaken entirely off, For ſhall we 
believe, 
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believe, which we muſt do in order to ground Tuck 
ſuſpicions, that Britons are become ſo degenerate 
and faithleſs, that ſome hundred thouſand men are 
not to be credited upon their ſolemn declaration? 
It is impoſſible.— Placemen, penſioners, and 
alarming aſſociators may reduce their doubts, in 
their own wild imaginations, to certainties, and 
quivering and quaking for their places and their 
penſions, attempt to keep up a ſyſtem of alarm as 
long as they think proper; but I truſt their 
idle and groundleſs fears for the ſafety of the con- 
flitutton, will not influence others; and that (what- 
ever they may think) ſo large a portion of our 
countrymen will never be ſuſpected of ſo much 
diſimulation, and of holding the evil intentions 
attributed to them, without juſt and 2 
evidence of ſuch duplicity. 

Mr. Peter has very/properly dwelt much upon 
the horrid ſcenes which have lately been exhi- 
bited in a neighbouring nation. This moſt cer- 
tainly was very ſuitable to his purpoſe, He was 
well aſſured that it would alarm weak and timid 
minds, and he hoped, by theſe means, to' make 

fome converts to the infamous cauſe he has el- 
pouſed. That the origin of all the diſorders in that 

country isto be attributed to clubs and affiliated 

ſocieties, I will not now contend againſt; if I 

were my pamphlet would ſwell beyond its in- 

tended 


/ 
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terided bulk. Tcarmot, however, help remarking, 
that if it is from clubs the evils proceeded which 
the French have endured, it is not from thoſe in 
general ſpoken of, but, as Mr. Sheridan ſome few 
days fince obſerved, from the club of Pilnitz, and 
the combination of deſpots there entered into to 
annihilate the conſequence of the French nation, 
and reduce them to their former ſtate of miſery and 
wretchedneſs. Another cauſe of their evils, I muſt 
obſerve, was that peculiarity in their character 
which a ſudden emancipation from the bonds of 
a cruel ſlavery muſt naturally have produced. 

I come now to Mr, Peter's grand queſtions - 
Hath not your conſtitution a king, lords and com- 


'mons ? Are not their powers equipoiſed by the 


moſt conſummate wiſdom that ever framed laws 


for the ſecurity of every individual? Riſum te- 


neatis, By way of anſwer I muſt beg leave to 
refer to the hiſtory of Boroughs, and to Ryder's 
View of the Britiſh Conſtitution, publiſhed an- 
nually in red covers. 

% And doth not that glorious fabric e on 
te its broad baſe the meaneſt of Britain's ſons * 
In its priſtine purity I am ſatisfied that it will: 


but that it does not, at preſent, I am well con- 


vinced: and for proof I appeal to the induſtrious 
poor throughout the country. The two queſ- 
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tions put afterwards, are inſults to our mis- 
fortunes. 


In reſpect to the two Bills now pending in 


parliament, I muſt remark thus much, that if 
political ſocieties and meetings are neceſſary, 
which, after what I have advanced, I leave to 
the well-meaning man to refle& on, thoſe bills 
muſt be unjuſt and oppreſſive, But admitting 
for a moment that theſe ſocieties and meetings 
were ever {o dangerous, it ought not to be the 


ground for miniſters to rob us of the Freedom of 


Speech and the Liberty of the Preſs, the enlv re- 


.maining ſureties againſt the attacks of arbitrary 
power and injuſtice, Theſe bills muſt, therefore, 


in every point of view, be cruel and oppreſſive. 


They are in direct oppoſition to Magna Charta 


and the Bill of Rights, and are therefore a ſub- 
verſion oſ the Britiſh Conſtitution. To petition 
and remonſtrate againſt them in the ſtrongeſt 
terms the Engliſh language will allow, is the 
duty of every individual; and though Mr. Peter 


may think proper to criticiſe on forms of which 
he himſelf is the ſupporter, and artfully inſinu- 


ate that 9 out of 10 of thoſe who have ſigned 
petitions againſt the meaſures, were unacquainted 
with their nature, he cannot leſſen their weight 
or conſequence, I would here aſk him (if the 


queſtion be not of too delicate a nature to admit 
of 
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of ſolution) if 80 out of 100 who have ſigned 
a certain counter petition, would have placed 
to it their ſignatures if ſolicitations, threats and 
force had not been employed to induce or com- 
pel them to it ? 

To find Mr. Peter, in one part of his pamph- 
let, expatiating on the diſtreſſes of the poor, at 
firſt ſeems ſomewhat extraordinary, But mark 
his defign—the defence of our virtuous miniſters! 
In order to this he aſcribes the high price of 
corn tothe tricks of the farmers and factors, and 
the millers; quite forget ful that effects cannot be 
produced without cauſes, and that though the 
farmers, &c. which, in the main, I deny, are 
the immediate occaſion of the preſent extra- 
vagant price of that article, if firſt cauſes 
were reverted to, they would be found to 
exiſt in thoſe very men he would make us 
believe were without ſpot or blemiſh, and as 
pure as virgin gold from the crucible. Not a 
word here reſpecting the war; which, if not 
originating with adminiſtration, has undoubtedly 
been long continued at their ſole will and plea- 
ſure ; and to which, and the innumerable other 
evils and impolitic meaſures of goverament, the 
diſtreſſes of the country are to be attributed. 
Happy ſhould I be to hear that ſeme expedient 
could be {truck on to alleviate them, That ſpi- 


rit 
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fit of commerce, which the wary politician talks 
of, I fear will not be efficacious, A letter from 
Quebec, which I had an opportunity of peruſing 
Tome days ago, holds out a dreary proſpect. By 
this it appeared. that there was not more corn 
there than was ſufficient for the conſumpcion of 
' the ſettlement, and for ſeed; and that the ſhips 
ſent out for cargoes would be obliged to return 
without them, This is certainly a deplorable 
circumſtance, and quite contradicting to what 
Mr, P, holds out. In what terms ſhall wela- 
ment our preſent ſituation? ſhall we not all 
heartily join in ſaying thus, Would to God that 
all was peace once more, and plenty, that the 
honeſt and induſtrious man could live by his la- 
bour, and enjoy once more its fruits, and the 
comforts of ſociety, of which he has been ſo long 
deprived to ſupport in place and power, profli- 
gacy and diſſipation, the very worſt of men.“ 
What a picture may be drawn of the calamities 
into which we have been plunged through the 
means of the preſent and former wicked admi- 
niſtrations! 

Can Correſponding Societies be ſaid to have 
produced the conſequences we deplore, when 
we are able to trace them back diſtinctly to other 
cauſes? and to ſuch (among many of a later date) 
as have exiſted long before the period when theſe 
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ſocieties were formed, or even in contemplaton# 
It is profligate and abandoned miniſters, and 
they alone, who have to anſwer for all the 
wretchedneſs of the country. In the language 
of Mr. Peter, (who one might almoſt be induced 
to believe had, at one time, forgot the fide he was 
engaged on) would I deplore its condition, and 
the vice and infamy of its miniſters; and join 
with him in repeating © What miſchiefs, O men 
#5 of Britain ! have they not already done—where 
“ is that harmony that gladdened our happy iſle? 
* where that tranquillity that gilded our ſocial 
& hours?” Alas! mad deſperation has plung- 
ed you into wars—ſacrificed your choiceſt ſons— 
waſted oceans of your beſt blood—expended 
millions of your treaſure—exhauſted the funds 
of induſtry—and all for what ? to multiply pla- 


ces, and the benefit and intereſts of a few un- 


worthy individuals ; to ſtifle the groans of thoſe 
whoſe bitter diſtreſs is become unbearable, and 
to extinguiſh, if poſſible, all ſocial affections 
and ſympathy of ſoul; a compleat military ſyſ- 
tem 1s to be eſtabliſhed; and that of eſpionage 
to be ſtill further extended ; your exiſtence as a 
free people is . ſeriouſly aimed at; and your 

chains are at this moment in the forge, 
But to conclude, Theſe are the arguments 
and obſervations I have been induced to offer in 
vindica- 


* 8 
g Wa: n of. what I, truſt, will Pe 


großsly offended by the Sbove- mentioned pam- 


phlet. 1 could. have replied to it earlier, hed I 
not expetted and underſtood it would, ere this, 
have been anſwered by another. If it mould be 
conſidered that I have been too perſonal and ſe- 
vere on the author, I muſt obſerve this, that had 
he made uſe of fair argument, I would have diſ- 


dained to have met him on any other ground; 


but his aſſertions are ſo baſe and REED, that 1 


ould not trace them to any other ſource than, 


the malignity of his heart, and therefore I could 


not avoid expreſſing ſentiments _ 1 was unable to 
ſuppreſs: WPI | 

That I may not be charged: with ck 1 ng the 
reputation. of another u under a , maſk, or in the 


dark, 1. ſubſcribe my. name to th this, 1 


and, L avow. the preceding Pages, as ee 
the determined ſentiments of 1 
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